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Question words

Some examples of questions with these words:
Where are you going?
Which film are you going to see?
What did you do last weekend?

To form questions with when, where, why and how,
we use these patterns:

question word + auxiliary (do, have, etc.)
+ subject + verb

When does the film start?
question word + be + subject

When was the exam?

To form questions with which and whose, we use
this pattern:

which/whose + noun + auxiliary/be

Which course is he taking?
Whose coat is this?

We can also use a noun with what, with the same
meaning as which:

What/Which sports do you play?

To form questions with who, what, which and whose,
we can use both of the patterns in 2:

Who do you live with?

What is your address?

Which restaurant do you prefer?

Whose books are these?

(For more information on questions with who, what,
which and whose, see unit 8 on p. 30.)

A The concert ticket

When, where, why, how, which, whose, who, what

Grammar in action

1 We use when to ask about time and where to ask

about places:
When did you arrive here?
Where are my keys?

We use why to ask for a reason:
Why are you wearing a coat?

We use how to ask about a process or a series of
actions or events that produce a certain result. In this
example, someone is asking what you do to make a
certain meal:

How do you cook this dish?

We use which or what with a plural noun to ask
someone to specify when there are a number of
possibilities:
Which countries in Europe have you been to? ~ Italy,
Spain, Germany, ...

We usually use which with a singular noun when we
are asking someone to specify one thing from more
than one possibility:
Which country in Europe have
you been to the most? ~ Italy.

We use whose to ask who owns
something:
Whose hat is this?

© We use what to ask about things or actions and who

to ask about people:
What do you want to eat?
Who is that man over there?

Complete the questions in this conversation by putting in the correct question words.
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ticket is it? ~ It's my ticket.

did you get a ticket for the concert? ~ | queued at the box office.
is the concert? ~ Next Friday.

are your seats? ~ At the back of the hall.

did you choose those seats? ~ Because it's going to be very loud.
are you going to the concert with? ~Two of my friends.

friends are you going with? ~ Pete and Dave.
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B The new dress

Write the questions in this conversation, using the words in brackets and the correct
question words and verb tenses.
0 ... Whatareyov.wearing?. . (you/wear) ~ I'm wearing a new dress.

3 S Y S e, S STt <13 -2t M (you/buy a new dress) ~ | bought a new dress
because I'm going to a party tomorrow.

(you/buy/it) ~ | bought it in a new shop in town.
(the shop/called) ~ It’s called ‘Beautiful People’.

(street/the shop/be/in) ~ It's in Taylor Street.

(party/it/be) ~ It's Stella’s party.

N 1A WN

(be/Stella) ~ She's a new friend of mine.

C London Quiz

Write or complete the questions for a quiz about London, using the words in brackets
and the verb tenses in italics.

Q5 Sl What do people.call........ the financial district of London? (people/call) present simple
[ G R~ S e B e <A L, S ? (London Marathon/end) present simple

2 e SR S EEE R = R o in Trafalgar Square? (statue/be) present simple
Bl Rl (e T G e in Portobello Road? (people/buy) present simple

7 e el T SR e e BT ? (Heathrow Airport/open) past simple

SRR e S ? (street/the Prime Minister/live in) present simple

Gl e to the Tate Modern? (people/go) present simple
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D Police investigation

Write the questions asked by a police officer while investigating various crin
short answers to each question are underlined.

0 Wherewereyov al? oclock yesterday afternoon?

The burglars took my laptop and some jewellery.
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Question words
How long, how many, etc.

5 Some examples of questions with how: 10 We can form questions with the pattern how +
How often do you check your emails? adjective + be + subject:
How many people did you invite? How old is he?
How expensive was it?

6 We use how long, how far and how often in the pattern:

How long/far/often + auxiliary + subject + verb? ; :
Grammar in action
How long does the film last?

7/ We use how long to ask about a period of time:

7 We also use how far in these patterns: How long is this film?

i ?
e e RO e & We use how far to ask about a distance:
How far is it from your home to your office? How far is it from London to Paris?
How far + be + A from B? ©) We use how often to ask about the number of times
How far is your home from your office? something happens:

How often do the trains go to London?
8 We use how much in these patterns:
10 We use how much to ask about

the cost or amount of something:

How much did you pay? How much is that guitar?
How much milk would you like?

How much + auxiliary + subject + verb?

How much + be + subject?

he ticket? :
oM B ST 11 We use how many to ask about a number of things or
How much + uncountable noun + auxiliary people:
+ subject + verb? How many potatoes would you like?
How much money have you spent? 12 We use how with an adjective to DeTAILS
(Uncountable nouns have no plural form. See p. 72.) ask for personal details:
: How old are you?
9 We use how many in these patterns: How tall are you?
How many + plural noun + auxiliary + subject HetGHT: TF0em
+ verb?
How many tickets did you buy? We also use how with an adjective to ask questions
which can be answered ‘very’ or‘not very; etc.:
How many + plural noun + verb? How angry are you?

How many people live in your house?

E Travel survey

Complete this survey about public transport by putting in the question words.

0 Howlong... have you lived in this area? For about 2 years.

Pl TG OO . do you spend on travel per week? About £30.
FERENSE S e does it take you to travel to work? About 20 minutes.
Sy s 65 Fan S is it from your home to the nearest bus stop? About 500 metres.

Lai e e journeys do you make by bus? About 2 a week.

SRR T il do you buy a travel card? Every month.

B ol do you think the transport service is? [ think it's very good.
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F  Museum questions

Write the questions in this conversation between a tourist and a tour guide about
a museum. Begin each question with How and use the words in brackets.

0 How faris if from The bus sfop to the museum?  (it/be/the bus stop/the museum)

3 (it/be/popular)

4 (tourists/visit/it/every year)

5 (there/be/special exhibitions)

There are special exhibitions three times a year.

6 (season ticket for the museum/cost)

A season ticket for the museum costs £60.

G Brianis leaving

Complete this conversation between work colleagues by completing or writing the
questions. The short answers to each question are underlined.

KATE | was talking to Brian. He's an assistant here.

CUIVE oo, el v . or s b e s 8 2 S ‘2

KATE He's Fiona’s assistant.

Qe o e el et Rl S B bR * you?
KATE He told me that he was leaving the company.

CLIVE Really? ) ¥
KATE He's leaving because he doesn't like working here any more.
CLIVE ... .o smvenssnsomms mosssasmossssmsss sssssssonsonsesn SR 33 S SRS T334 ol

KATE He's going to leave next month.

CLIVE  sasmonnss s smomssvinyoissgmsnsesassss somesisosstssmsomsisinisis s s s ¥2

KATE He's going to work in Birmingham.

CLIVE. .......ooooens snscnsamsns s smmsssns ssssasis stk s A s igeass s 5

KATE He's going to work for a company called Gregory Systems.
UIIVE. mavmmninmeins s s s 2

KATE That company is not very big.

CLIVE ... oo coressosmmmammrntsrssmonmsomssoss smssmnssssssssasss isbsas s st b oossi s s tsses & that job?
KATE He got that job by answering an advert.

CLIVE 97

- KATE He's going to earn over £100,000 a year.

)" 3:8 R (e]¥} Now go to page 122.

Before you do
exercise G, answer
this question: If

_ two people are

colleagues, they:
KN live in the same

place.

Bl workinthesame
place.

are close friends.
I3 travel together.
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