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2 Forms of the present simple:
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Present simple

Forms, uses, and contexts

Some examples of the present simple: For have:
I read a newspaper every day. Pace s has
She doesn't like this kind of music.
When does the party start tomorrow? (For more information on the he/she/it form, see p. 129.)

Grammar in action

1 We use the present simple for facts and things that
are always true:
Some doctors work in hospitals.

I/you/we/they know
he/she/it knows

I/you/we/they do not know / don’t know 22 We use the present simple for @5 & ()

he/she/it does not know / doesn’t know habits and repeated actions: () ®® &
- } S e i S She takes the bus to work.

do I/you/we/they know

does he/she/it know

; £} We use the present simple to 9y
The he/she/it form: talk about thoughts or feelings, ,,":
For most verbs, add -s: for example to say what we like, b
; . o ’ want, think, or know:
work — works Inkek—> likes  buy — buys He loves her very much.
For verbs ending -ch, -0, -sh, -x and -ss, add -es:
catch — catches go — goes 4L We use the present simple for the future, to talk
wash — washes fix — fixes about events on a timetable. Here, someone is looking
pass — passes ataTV schedule:

: ; The film tomorrow starts at 8.30 and finishes at 11.
For verbs ending with a consonant and -y,

take away -y and add -ies:

study — studies  cry —cries  fly — flies

A Some facts about cricket

These are some facts about the sport of cricket. If the verb form is correct, put a
tick (v). If the verb form is incorrect, write the correct verb form.

0 Acricketteamhave |.ns 11 players and they usually wear / white.

1 Crickethas . . alot of rules and lots of people aren't understand it.
2 Inagame of cricket, the bowler throws the ball and the batsman
trys to hitit.
3 Thefieldersstand . around the field and they stop the ball
If afieldercatchs . .. the ball, the batsmanis‘out;and heleaves the field.
5 |If the batsman doesn’thits the ball and the ball hits the wicket, he
is also out.
6 Youwin agameifyouscore more ‘runs’ than the other team.
7 Some cricket matcheslasts for five days and nobody wins !
8 Some peopledoesn’tlike . .. . cricket but millionswatch itonTV.
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B Atypical day at work

Complete this magazine article by a businesswoman, using the present simple forms
of the verbs in brackets. Use short forms for negatives.

I usually arrive ° (arrive) at the office very early. My I . . 0 (noteat) much atlunchtime
assistanttCheryl = ! (bring) me the mail and - the others .. . " (go) to the
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 2 (tell) me what is in my diary for the day. She canteen butI . ' (stay) in my
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 3 (do) a lot of very important work for me — she office and someone e T3 oetiime
.......................... 4 (organize) my day and . ........° (deal) asandwich. My day usually . ........"
with a lot of people for me. Then I . .. ... .. ¢ (have) (finish) at about 6 p.m.
a meeting with my team of managers — we . .. . . . et Bl S S (not go) to the office
(discuss) plans and problems. Sometimes they ... ... Sievepdav s ot 16 (work) at home
(not agree) with me but the meetings usually ... ’  some daysand I sometimes . ... . 17
(not last) for very long. (travel) to meetings or conferences.
C Using the library chof these words
nexerciseBisnot
Complete the questions and answers in a survey of people using a library, using the syl
P . q . ¥ G p=op 9 Yr 9 ~_connection with work?
present simple and the words in brackets. I offce '
INTERVIEWER Do you live? inthe local area? (you/live) '
WOMAN Yes, ...l live. . % closeto here. (I/live)
INTERVIEWER ... ! this library very often? (you/visit)
WOMAN No, .. 2 here very often. (I/not come)
INTERVIEWER ~ What 3 in the library? (you/do)
WOMAN *the newspapersand ... 5 books. (I/read) (I/borrow)
INTERVIEWER ~ What kind of books 6? (you/borrow)
WOMAN Fiction. 7 a good fiction section. (The library/have e G
INTERVIEWER ... 8 the library? (other members of your family/use) Dbj\/o_';ép
WOMAN Yes, .ok ° some of her college work here. (my daughter/do)

D Timetable for tomorrow’s school trip

Complete this notice about a school trip in the future, using the present simple and
the correct verbs from the list.

go start meet show leave return finish get attend arrive have

Here are the details for tomorrow’s trip. We __ imeef. ° outside the school at 8.

The coach ' at 8.30 so don't be late! We 2 at the museum at 10.

A guide 3us round the museum from 10 to12We ______________________ 4 to the museum
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Present simple

Present simple or present continuous?

4 Compare the present simple and the present
continuous:
He sits at a desk every day.
He’s sitting at his desk at the moment.

Grammar in action

5 We use the present simple to talk about facts that are
always true. We use the present continuous to talk
about things that are only true at the moment or in
the present period of time:

You cook wonderful He’s cooking a meal in
meals. the kitchen.
(= always or usually) (= right now)

@ We use the present simple for permanent situations.
We use the present continuous for temporary
situations:

My husband works for a computer company, but he’s
working at home today.

E Over to our reporter

continuous form.

Ah, the front door

| stand / I'm standing
She stars / She’s starring
she earns / she’s earning

know / are knowing
love / are loving

o Bt b W N = O

talk / are talking

8 | Verbsand tenses

moment because the media

8 her private life but right now everyone °to

Dozens of photographers are here too and

She appears / She's appearing 9

7/ We use the present simple for things we do regularly
(e.g. in our daily routine). We can use it with words and
phrases describing how often something happens
(always, sometimes, often, never, usually, every day, etc.):

| go to bed at ten and get up at six every day.

We do not use the present continuous with this
meaning:
| sometimes wear a hat.

(NoT Fr-sometimesweating-a-hat: )

We often use the present continuous with ‘now’and
phrases meaning ‘now;, for example at the moment,
right now, this week, this month. We do not use the
present simple with these words and phrases:

I'm sitting in a traffic jam at the moment. (NoT Fsit ...)

(6O,

\O)}

We use the present simple with verbs that describe
what we feel and think. These verbs are connected
with what is in our minds, not with actions. They
describe what we like (for example like, dislike, hate,
love), what we want (want, need), what we know
(know, understand, realize, remember) and what we
believe (believe, think). We do not use the present
continuous with these verbs:

| don’t understand this letter.

(NoT Frrret understanding thistetter:)

Complete what the television reporter says by choosing the present simple or present

Hello, . |'m standing..? outside avery famous person’shouse. ... !
infilmsand . 2 millions of dollars forevery film. ... ... . g
on the front cover of magazines and people all overtheworld ... . . #
herand . ... *her Andpeaplel ) & L i ¢ about her at the

know about it. Can you guess who it is?

" now and someone

7 tell /are telling

8 doesn’t usually discuss / isn't usually
discussing

wants / is wanting
10 we wait/ we're waiting
11 opens/is opening
12 comes/is coming



F Someone to write to

Complete this letter in an international magazine for teenagers, using the present
simple or present continuous form of the verbs in brackets. Use short forms.

I ‘m looki o e % (look) for someone to write toin TV much — | 2 (read) a lot of books

another country. | ! (speak) quite and at the moment | 13 (try) to

good EnglisRibutls i e i si s 2 (want) to get readifiction inEnglishislan: s v v 4 (take) an
better atiitnAnd il s s S e 3 (think) it’s good interest in sportsbut ! . 5 (not play)
to have friends in different parts of the world. any sports regularly.

A I Ty * (go) to a local school and this My family? My father .. ... 16 (work) for
WaER L S T et > (study) for our exams. | an international company andhe ... .. ... .. o
.................................... ® (work) very hard at school now (travel) alot - right now he . .........J (travel)
Becaltisc IR 7 (need) to get good in South-East Asia. He always ... ... .. ... g
rests A niyAsparel He s 8 (like) (buy) me something interesting from these trips and at
classicalimusicibiti S S S 9 (not likeymuch themoment! . ... ... ... .. 20 (use) a computer
modertipopmusic iy Sos Se il o0 19 (not play) that he bought me. I hope thatl . . . .. .° 2
vidcorgamesiar cllis o i " (not watch) (not make) too many mistakes!

G Adverts

Complete the extracts from adverts, using the present simple or present continuous
and the words in brackets.

‘ People ............. (love)
"""""""""""""""""" thisareaand . .. .. (it
' ' become) very popular with tourists.

Thismonth _ we're/we.are... :

----- offering... (wefoffen free lessons. & {4 s (Wefs€IVE)
i ‘ ! ; thousands of customers every week

LI oo and many of them ...................cccocoooo.....

- | i (Come) back to us again.

for a new job?

Our agency always ... . ... ? > .

: s : UF COMPANY ..o,
bs.
(eve e b of e L | gow)and: .~ = =0

(we/look) for more staff.

...................................... (you/need)

...................................... (We/take)
10% off all our TVs this month.

[5)7/3 0 (eR{e]8] Now go to page 122.
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