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Multi-Word Verbs



Multi-Word Verbs

phrasal verbs

prepositional verbs

prepositional-phrasal verbs



Phrasal Verbs

• verb + adverb particle

• Some take an object and some do not

• When taking an object:
• noun objects can come before or after the adverb (separable)
• pronoun objects come only before the adverb



Prepositional Verbs

• verb + preposition

• They always take an object

• Objects (either nouns or pronouns) always come 
after the preposition (non-separable)



Phrasal-Prepositional Verbs

• verb + adverb particle + preposition

• They always take an object

• Objects (either nouns or pronouns) always come 
after the preposition (non-separable)



Comparison Table

Multi-Word Verbs Adverb/Preposition Transitive/Intransitive Separable

phrasal adverb both yes

prepositional preposition transitive no

Phrasal-prepositional both transitive no




